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1. The class of polynomials considered in this paper 
will be denoted by x’Mn where .r is the variable, v the 
degree of the polynomial, while «> is called the range, 
n the order of the polynomial. The range may be any 
number, but the order is assumed to be integral (positive, 
negative or zero).

Writing
A /‘(.r) = /'(x’ +to) — /(æ)

to

so that A — A, we proceed to show that the polynomial 

is completely determined, if we require that it shall 
satisfy the equations 

A X1 
ion

V— 1= VX
co, n — 1

A X1' = ex11 ,
«) o) n co n

(1)

(2)

and the initial conditions

n — 1 , a<0 — x (x — to) • • • (x — VM + w). (3)

It is obvious that a polynomial with such simple pro 
perties must have many applications in the theory of finite 
differences.

In order to prove the existence of the polynomial we 
will show that it can be effectively formed, and that the 
determination of its constants is unambiguous.

If the polynomial x>')n exists, (æ + i/)’wn will be a poly-

1
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nomial in y which can be developed in descending
torials .T('r) .F.

s = o

fac-

and this development is unique. But by (1)

Putting y — co, we obtain by (2), writing v + 1 lor v,

On the right-hand side only polynomials of degree < v 
occur. If all these are known, the polynomials of degree 
v can he calculated in succession for every positive and 
negative order, () being known. For r = l, (7) reduces to

(8)

which serves as starting-point for the calculation.

2. In practice we shall not use this mode of calcula
tion which has only served to prove the existence of the 
polynomials. Before proceeding to their actual calculation 
we will develop some of their properties, and begin by 
showing that they contain as particular cases several im- 
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portant polynomials which have already been introduced 
into mathematical analysis.

Besides the obvious relations 

obtained directly from (3), we note

which is obtained from (2), putting m = 1 and comparing 
with (1). This comparison shows that x*“ and x^“^ 
have the same value which, therefore, is independent of 
n and, according to (9), equal to x(r—1).

Let us, next, examine what becomes of (2) as m —> 0.
From (7) and (8) follows that x’' is a polynomial in x 
and M. If I) is the symbol of differentiation, we therefore 
have

and

(11) 

is the polynomial, satisfyingthen,

besides the initial
(13)

the number 
sequentlv

We see, 
the equations

A xq„

V--  1rx.. , 0 nDxvnOn

conditions

æn = 1 ’On

that x''On

of terms on the right being finite. Con-

A x' = Z)x' +-^rD2xr + • • • 
w wn wn 2 ! ü)n

"æo.n-l ’

%o= x
This polynomial is, therefore, identical with Nörlund’s 

generalization of Bernoulli’s polynomial (for “zusammen-
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fallende Spannen”), as (12) and (13) express properties 
of Nörlund’s polynomial 1 and, as we have seen, are suf
ficient for determining it. That is, in Nörlund’s notation,

,r;n =//"’Gt). (id

It follows that ¿F is Bernoulli’s polynomial, or

(15)

whence, for Bernoulli’s numbers,

V 06)

8. The polynomials xr may also be defined by means 
of a generating function which may for some pur
poses be found preferable. They may, in fact, be delined 
by the expansion

/ Z \” — V“/ tr
I----------- 1 ) (1 + =X,y> æon ’ (,7)
\(l+w/)'u —1 ' e = 0

valid for sufficiently small values of |/|. For, performing 
the operation A on both sides of (17), we find 

and, comparing with (17), writing n— 1 for n, (1) results.
Similarly, if we perform the operation A on (17), we have (0

and comparison with (17) leads to (2). Finally, the initial
conditions (3) are obtained from (17) for t = 0 and for 
/? — 0 respectively, as

1 Nörlund: Differenzenrechnung, p. 130—1; Mémoire sur les poly
nômes de Bernoulli, Acta mathematica 43 €1920) p. 121.
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(18)

(19)

we have

(20)

Lubbock’s polynomials are :

(21)

f 0) ’

°7 1

C) 1

7 t’’
—" .r (.r—w) • • • (.r — vw + ft)).
V !

01ftj 1

o2
ft) 1

-(863 ft)4—145 ft)2+ 2)

03.
it) 1

o4.ft) 1

0%ft) 1

°61
ft) 1

ft) (9 co2 — 1 )

are well known ; they are polynomials
They are usually

t 
i 

(i + ft) 0^ — 1
. . r - -The quantities 0(r>1 a

in ft), called Lubbock’s polynomials.
introduced by means of the expansion 1

00

Av.
%

Ï

(l + z)“-l

As (19) is obtained from (18) by putting 

Oft>i = ft)’ 1 vl A,,.

o» — 1
2 
ft)2-l

6
ft)2— 1 
T" “

2 1ft) —1

ft)2 —

84

5 ft) (275 ft)4 —61 ft)2+ 2)24

r = 0

If x — 0, n = 1, (17) becomes

',OW1 • 
r = 0 ”!

v = 0

oc

00

1 See, for instance, Steffensen: “Interpolationslære” p. 140 — 1, 
where m is written for ft). Numerical values of Ar are given in Institute 
of Actuaries’ Text-Book II p. 471.
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(22)

of
V,

(23)P(0) ;

(24)

(25)

may be

(26)

member is to be developed by the

(27)

(5)

factorials 
of degree

As
(0

where the right-hand 
binomial theorem.

If, in (25), we put

S'-sto n to 0

r 7

to 0

the form o. For, if P(x) is a to 0 v z
we have

4. We shall now occupy ourselves with the practical 
calculation of the polynomials x1 .

If, in (5), we put a* = 0 and thereafter y — x, we have

(r

s = 0

so that our polynomials may be developed in descending 
factorials æ(s), if the values of the polynomials for x = 0 
are known.

But these values also appear in the development in 
polynomial

O2'~s x’(s), to, n — s

.s - 0

xl to n

P Gr) =

a?to n

hence
(,r+y)" = V
v '"ton

s = 0

’"’aV . 
s ! to (,) n

But by (2)
As_f = s,

to n to n

so that V
<x’

s = 0

This formula which is an analogon to
written symbolically

(.r+z/)2' = (Zjx -"ton z + æ )2 
wO ton
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or symbolically
(28)

A comparison of (27) and (22) shows that if the valnes 
of 0"' are known, we obtain simultaneously the develop
ments of a? in factorials x^s) and in factorials xs n. It 
seems, therefore, practical to calculate a table of the O' 
which are a generalization of Lubbock’s polynomials. This 
will be done presently.

5. If we differentiate (17) with respect to / and put, 
for abbreviation,

we obtain, as (IA
dt

or, multiplying by Bt,

Xx+u)

X

{- — ATlBM t
xAnBM 1

r = 1 O'“1)! (,in

V = 1

oc

Now, by (17), (2) and (1),

00

r = 0
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Inserting these developments in the above equation and 
examining the coefficients of tr, we tind

We combine this formula with the formula obtained
from (25) by putting i] — 1 and making use of (1), that is

S =1

3'

or, writing r+1, n + 1 and s + 1 for v, n and s,
" p+1

x” = y I'V’" .V’-' 
w n ' ' \s / S + 1 w, n + 1 ’

s = 0

If, in (29), we write v — s for v, we have

a? ' .id, n+l

and, inserting this expression in the preceding equation, 
we find after reduction, replacing v by r + 1,

n —r+ s
. s+2 (w + 1) + æ — n

Putting in succession
polynomials xio n ‘

r = 0, 1,2,... we obtain all the

6. Instead of calculating these directly, we decided to 
calculate the O’' which are obtained by putting x = 0 in
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(30). Even the expressions of the 0’m become rapidly 
complicated, but the first few of them may be written 
comparatively simply by introducing the notation

a = -y(<0 —1) (31)

and developing in factorials c? . Eliminating n by this 
relation, putting x—0 and keeping the first term on the 
right by itself, we obtain from (30)

(on

a

wo —

<o0

1207wn

o1(on

o3din

By this formula we find in succession :

= 1

02
ion

o5(on

0G(on

o4(on

0°
(on

3a n wO

W+1 o\2 2
19 v /w0 2(0,0

W +1 , x2
-6T<1-2<o«

+ i)j o;;
r
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It should be noted that a2n has, in 0° , 0b and 07 ,
ojO on on on

been replaced bv a~ , by means ol’ the obvious relation1 - 2o, 0

‘Z,«= aL,« + <"<< (33)

which simplifies the writing.

7. Without attempting completeness, we proceed t<> 
derive a few of the simplest properties of the polynomials 
.v' .on

If, in (17), instead of x, w and i we write respectively
— t, we find

(34)

In particular

(35)

and for x
V

(36)
— o, n

that
on

n
2

n'on

— tn, and

contains only even powers of w,

n — X,

2 /on

, 2 /c.

only odd powers of m.

If w= — 1, we obtain from (34) by (10)

' x z — o, n

for X = n,

It follows

(4P1

An important particular case is found from (29).

(37)

Put
ting n = V we have first

= (x + m — v) X1 1 z (l)l'
and by repeated application of this formula

,r'' , = (.»■ + «-l)w. (38)
M,V+1 v z

The polynomials of negative order (n = —s) serve for 
expressing the differences of Putting 7i = 0 in (4) we 
have immediately
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A5 .v”„ = .
0)0 co,—s

(39)

The differences of x1' are obtained from this formula
by putting co = 0, that is

As x" = r(s)<”s (40)

whence for the “differences of nothing"

As 0r = r(s) O*-5 .0, —s (41)

The differences As x(1) are obtained as ft) follows. If, in
(38), we replace x by x — co + 1, we have

./’> = (a.—<« + 1)’’ ,v zd), f+1
whence

As x(r) = r(s) (¿v — co +1)’ —s 
to v co, r+1

(42)

In particular, we have for co = 0

Dsxm = rw(x + l )£7+1. (43)

We need hardly repeat that (40), (41) and (43) as 
well as all other formulas obtained by putting co = 0, are, 
owing to (14), identical with those found by Nörlund. We 
shall therefore, as a rule, omit the results obtained for 
m = 0.

S. Our polynomials facilitate several elementary develop
ments, such as in polynomials A's), x(r) in polynomials 
xs > etc. For instance, we find immediately from (22), 
putting 11 — 0, r

s = 0

From this, the development of x(l} in polynomials a? 
is obtained by substitution. For, putting x=(ay, we have

.s = 0
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and hence, replacing y by .t and writing - for w,

(45)
,s = 0

A development which will be useful later on, is the 
development of .rwl in polynomials It is obtained 
from (25), putting ,v = 0, n = 1 and replacing thereafter y 
by .V. The result is

(46)

Another useful special result is the development
r

(. (47)

which is obtained from (5) for n = 0; it contains, of 
course, (44).

It may finally be mentioned thaï the differential coef
ficient of xv may in several ways be expressed as a 
linear function of these polynomials. If, in (5) and (25), 
the first term on the right is transferred lo the left, we 
obtain by dividing by y and letting y—> 0

V

(48)

(49)

9. Several important summation-problems can be solved 
by the polynomials .rr , first of all the summation of the 
polynomials themselves. If, in (1), instead of x, v and n 
we put a? + s, r +1 and n -T1 respectively, we find by 
summation from s = 0 to s — k—1
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(50)

have, for x = 0, n — 0,

(51)

is made on the right

and

(52)

(1),have, owing to

(53)

(54)

Nörlund’s

(55)

,s = 0

^+1
M 1

1
A- ’ We

r

æt.n-l

s = 0

In particular we
k — 1

s'o 0

the polynomials xr „ of which use r oil
have already been given by (46).

From (2) we obtain, replacing x
r+1, by summation from s = 0 to .

k—1

‘r'l

If, in particular, w
k— 1by:

whence for n = 1
k —1

1 \

1
(v + 1 ) (0

f = 0

10. Our polynomials lend themselves conveniently to 
treatment by the so-called »symbolic« methods. I assume 
that the reader is familiar with the conditions under which 
such treatment is legitimate,1 the main point being that 
if f(x) can be expanded in powers of x, and if P(x) is a 
polynomial, then /(A) P(x) has a meaning and signi-

1 See, for instance, “Interpolationslære” § 18. 



16 Nr. 5. J. F. Steffensen:

lies the result of expanding /’(A) in powers of A and 
applying this composite operation to P(t) whereby all 
terms beyond a certain order vanish.

r —rAs an example, let us consider the operations A A
r —r . . M

and A A where r is integral and > 0. These operations 
CO —r —rare unambiguous, as the indétermination of A and A

r r Mis cancelled by A and A respectively. Therefore, if P(.r)
M

is a polynomial, the polynomial Q(x)

o

()(.t) = Ar A rP(æ)
0) (56)

is perfectly determined, and we have, as is seen by per-
forming the . r —roperation A A on both sides,

co

P(x) = Ar A r()(.r).
a»

(57)

Now, if the symbol E is defined by

we have
Ev f(x) = f(x + y),

E(,)— 1
A = E-l , A = —,

ro

E = (1 + «aA
ft) 7

A = (1 + œ A)"—1.

If, in (56), we replace a? by .r + z/, we therefore have

Q(^ + .V) = Ar A“rEyP(æ)
(O

or, comparing with (17),
* s

XT V()(.r+i/)= > -\-/\sP(_x). (58)
——1 S ! o

S = 0
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The series on the right contains, of course, only a 
finite num her of terms, hut it is convenient to retain oc 
as the upper limit of summation instead of specifying the 
degree of the polynomial P(x).

If, in (58), we introduce the expression (57) for P(æ), 
we have

Q (x + y) = J57Ar As_r () (x). (59)

s - 0

This is the expansion of an arbitrary poly
nomial in polynomials y® . If, on both sides of (59), 
we perform the operation Ar we obtain the following 

to
formula which may be called the generalized Euler- 
M a c 1 a u r i n f o r m u 1 a for a polynomial

oc-7 s

ArQ(æ+jj) = -Af A A Q (x). (60)
ft) s. «

The extention of these formulas to other functions than 
polynomials is an important problem with which I hope to 
occupy myself on another occasion.

11. As an application of (60) we put Q (.t) = æ’0+^+r 
and find V

(x + y)r = 5~(ÚÍ/'S xv~'s (61)
3 co, n+r / , \ S / n(or a)n

s = 0
or symbolically

(62)

obtained

(63)■s0 s d x^
w 1 ft) n

This is a generalization of (25) or (26) which are 
for r — 0. In particular, we have for ¿7 = 0, r — 1

V 
axr

co, n+1
s = 0

Vidensk. Selsk. Math.-fys. Medd. VII, 5.
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Eliminating .r'' „ bel ween this eq nation and (29) we
ft), 714-1 ‘

lind by (31)
V

xr = [a— (r—l)rø + æ"| xv~X 2a \
ft) n L z J ft) n y ____

s - 2

which, 0s , being known(o i °
cessive calculation of the

by (21), may serve for the suc- 
xr . For x — 0 (64) becomesio ri y

0"
ft)U

[a —- (r— 1) wj (65)

which was actually used for checking the results obtained 
obtained above by (32).

By specifying the polynomial () in (60) we may evi
dently obtain any number of formulas for calculating our 
polynomials by recurrence.

Færdig fra Trykkeriet d. 11. Februar 1926.



MATHEMATISK-FYSISKE MEDDELELSER
UDGIVNE AF

DET KGL. DANSKE VIDENSKABERNES SELSKAB
4. BIND (Kr. 13,20): Kr.ø.

1. Nielsen, Niels: Recherches sur l’Équation de Fermat. 1922 5.75
2. Jacobsen, C. & Olsen, Johs.: On the Stopping Power of

Lithium for a-Rays. 1922 ................................................................. 0.60
3. Nøblund, N. E.: Nogle Bemærkninger angaaende Interpolation

med æquidistante Argumenter. 1922 .......................................... 1.10
4. Brønsted, J. N.: The Principle of the Specific Interaction of

Ions. 1921 .......................................................................................... 1.15
5. Pedersen, P. O.: En Metode til Bestemmelse af den effektive

Modstand i højfrekvente Svingningskredse. 1922 ..................... 0.70
6. Prytz, K.: Millimètre étallonné par des interférences. 1922 .. 0.75
7. Pedersen, P. O.: On the Lichtenberg Figures. Part IL 1. The

distribution of the velocity in positive and negative figures.
2. The use of Lichtenberg figures for the measurement of 
very short intervals of time. With two plates. 1922 ............. 2.15

8. Bøggild, O. B.: Re-Examination of some Zeolites (Okenite,
Ptilolite, etc.). 1922 ........................................................................... , 1.40

9. Wiedemann, E. und Frank, J.: über die Konstruktion der
Schattcnlinien auf horizontalen Sonnenuhren von Täbit ben 
Qurra. 1922 ...................................................................... ?...  0.75

10. Pedersen, P. O.: Om elektriske Gnister. I. Gnistforsinkelse.
Med 2 Tavler. 1922 ........................................................................ 3.25

5. BIND (Kr. 13,10):
1. Nielsen, Niels: Recherches sur les Équations de Lagrange.

1923 .......................................................................................................... 3.20
2. Kampé de Fériet, J.: Sur une formule d’addition des Poly

nômes d’Hermite. 1923 ........................................ <*.......................... 0.50
3. Hansen, H. M., Takamine, T., and Werner, Sven: On the

Effect of Magnetic and Electric Fields on the Mercury Spec
trum. With two plates and figures in the text. 1923 ............. 2.25

4. Nielsen, Niels: Recherches sur certaines Equations de La
grange de formes spéciales. 1923.................................................... 3.00

5. Nielsen, Niels: Sur le genre de certaines Equations de La
grange. 1923............................................................................................ 2.25

6. Kloosterman, H. H.: Ein Satz über Potenzreihen unendlich
vieler Variabein mit Anwendung auf Dirichletsche Reihen. 
1923........................................................................................................... 1.00

7. Nielsen, Niels: Noles supplémentaires sur les Equations de
Lagrange. 1923....................................................................................... 0.75



8. Hansen, H. AI. and Werner, S.: The Optical Spectrum of Kr. ø.
Hafnium. 1923........................................................................................ 0.60

9. Gjaldbæk, J. K.: Über das Potential zwischen der 0.1 n und
3.5 n Kalomelelektrode. 1924......................«....................  0.60

10. Hartmann, Jul.: Undersøgelser over Gnisten ved en Kvægsølv-
straalekommutator. 1924................................................................... 1.25

11. Bjerrum, Niels, Unmack, Augusta und Zechmeister, László :
Die Dissoziationskonstante von Methylalkohol. 1924.............. 1.10

12. Nielsen, Jakob: Die Gruppe der dreidimensionalen Gitter
transformationen. 1924....................................................................... 1.00

6. BIND (Kil 17,00):

1. Nielsen, Niels: Sur l’opération itérative des Équations de
Lagrange. 1924...................................................................................... 3.10

2. Urey, II. C.: On the Effect of perturbing Electric Fields on the
Zeeman Effect of the Hydrogen Spectrum. 1924 ..................... 0.65

3. Bøggild, O. B.: On the Labradorization of the Feldspars. With
one plate. 1924 .................................................................................... 3.00

4. Pedersen, P. O.: Om elektriske Gnister. II. Eksperimentelle
Undersøgelser over Gnistforsinkelse og Gnistdannelse. Med 
7 Tavler. 1924 .....................................................   4.30

5. Juel, C.: Über Flächen von Maximalindex. 1924....................... 1.25
6. Nielsen, Niels: Sur une Equation de Lagrange. 1924 ........... 1.25
7. Hevesy, G. de: Recherches sur les propriétés du Hafnium.

Avec 2 planches. 1925 ....................................................................... 6.25
8. Bohr, Harald: Neuer Beweis eines allgemeinen Kronecker’-

sclien Approximationssatzes. 1924 ................................................ 0.50
9. Bjerrum, Niels and Ebert, Ludwig: On some recent Investi

gations concerning Mixtures of Strong Electrolytes (Trans
ference Numbers and Amalgam Equilibria). 1925 ................... 0.75

10. Landau, Edm.: Die Ungleichungen für zweimal di tie rent her
bare Funktionen. 1925 ....................................................................... 1.60

7. BIND:
1. Bohr, Harald: Unendlich viele lineare Kongruenzen mit un

endlich vielen Unbekannten. 1925.................................................... 1.40
2. Hartmann, Jul., and Trolle, Birgit: On Beat-phenomena in

Cylindrical Tubes exposed to Sound-waves. With three plates. 
1925 ...........  2.85

3. Pauli, W. jr.: Ueber die Intensitäten der im elektrischen Feld
erscheinenden Kombinationslinien. 1925 .................................... 0.65

4. Hardy, G. H. and Littlewood, J. E. : A theorem concerning
series of positive terms, with applications to the theory of 
functions. 1925...................................................................................... 0.90


